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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Anne E. Saturnelli (Reg. No. 41,290) on March 9, 2007. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 
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Claim 1 (Currently Amended) A method executed in a computer system for automatically 
tracking hardware and software platform usage for a plurality of program executions on a 
plurality of hardware and software platforms comprising: 

enabling collection of one or more records of hardware and software platform 
information prior to execution of each of said plurality of programs; 

executing each of said plurality of programs; 

recording, in a central data storage device in response to said enabling, one or more 
records of hardware and software platform information and one or more records of code 
coverage information for said plurality of program executions; and 

assessing, in accordance with at least one predetermined criteria, code coverage 
associated with at least one of hardware and software platform usage using said one or more 
records of hardware and software platform information from said plurality of program 
executions. 

Claim 29 (Currently Amended) A computer program product for automatically tracking 
hardware and software platform usage for a plurality of program executions on a plurality of, 
hardware and software platforms comprising: 

machine executable code .for enabling collection of one or more records of hardware and 
software platform information prior to execution of each of said plurality of programs; 

machine executable code for executing each of said plurality of programs; 
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machine executable code for recording, in a central data storage device in response to 
said machine executable code for enabling, one or more records of hardware and software 
platform information and one or more records of code coverage information for a said plurality 
of program executions; and 

machine executable code for assessing, in accordance with at least one predetermined 
criteria, code coverage associated with at least one of hardware and software platform usage 
using said one or more records of hardware and software platform information from said 
plurality of program executions. 

Claim 57 (Currently Amended) A method executed in a computer system for automatically 
tracking hardware and software platform usage for a plurality of program executions on a 
plurality of hardware and software platforms comprising: 

enabling collection of one or more records of hardware and software platform 
information prior to execution of each of said plurality of programs; 

executing each of said plurality of programs; 

recording, in a central data storage device in response to said enabling, one or more 
records of hardware and software platform informatio n and one or more records of code 
coverage information for said plurality of program executions; and 

querying said central data storage device, in accordance with at least one predetermined 
criteria using said one or more records of hardware and software platform information from said 
plurality of program executions, to determine code coverage associated with at least one of 
hardware and software platform usage. 
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4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art of record fails to expressly teach or fairly suggest the correlation of records 
of code coverage and records of platform configuration such that code coverage can be assessed 
on a platform-by-platform basis in accordance with a search (assessing in accordance with 
predetermined criteria) of the platform configuration records, as described in independent claims 
1,29, and 57. 

The closest available prior art is U.S. Patent No. 5,742,754 (Tse), which describes a 
system for managing software testing on a plurality of platform configurations, including 
performing coverage testing on the platforms. However, Tse merely generates log files of the 
individual tests (formatted as reports) rather than correlating searchable records of coverage data 
according to the tested platform configurations such that code coverage can be searched/assessed 
by reference to hardware or software configuration criteria. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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The following documents describe the logging of hardware and software platform 
information during testing of software: 

U.S. Patent No.6,279, 124 (Brouwer et al.) 

U.S. Patent No. 6,418,543 (Goli et al.) 

The following documents describe configuration testing: 

IBM Technical Disclosure Bulletin, vol. 32, issue 6B, pp. 467-469 (1989) (4 printed 

pages); 

Cem Kaner, et al., "Testing Computer Software," International Thomson Computer 
Press, 1993, pp. 143-167; 

U.S. Patent No. 5,410,681 (Jessenet al.); 
U.S. Patent No. 5,742,754 (Tse); and 
U.S. Patent No. 6,014,760 (Silva et al.). 

The following documents describe bug tracking including hardware and software 
platform information: 

Albert Endres, "An Analysis of Errors and Their Causes in System Programs," 
Proceedings of the International Conference on Reliable Software, Los Angeles, California, 
1975, ACM Press, pp. 327-336; and 

U.S. Patent No. 6,266,788 (Othmer et al.). 

The following documents describe coverage analysis: 

U.S. Patent No. 5,742,754 (Tse); and 

U.S. Patent No. 5,754,760 (Warfield). 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Eric B. Kiss whose telephone number is (571) 272-3699. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Tue. - Fri., 7:00 am - 4:30 pm. The Examiner can also be 
reached on alternate Mondays. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Dam, can be reached on (571) 272-3695. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any inquiry of a general nature should be directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist: 
571-272-2100. 



ebk/^ 

March 9, 2007 
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